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PRIVACY CHANNEL TOP SECRET/SENSITIVE January 3, 1972 


ACTION: THE WHITE HOUSE 


cood 


EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY FOR HENRY A. KISSINGER FROM BUNKER 
SUBJECT: Your letter dated January 1, 1972 with enclosure. 

1. Since the negotiating proposal which the President is consider- 
ing making public in connection with his January troop withdrawal 
announcement conforms precisely to the formulation which General 
Haig outlined in his meeting with President Thieu September 23, 

1971 which the latter then endorsed, I believe it would be acceptable 
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to Thieu. 

2. The reasons which General Haig advanced in support of the 
proposal, i. e. , the need to neutralize increasing opposition to 
the war effort in the U. S. , the importance of maintaining the 
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necessary U. S. domestic support, and prevention of passage of 
disabling legislation by the U. S. Congress in order to insure the 

viability of Vietnamization, seem to me even more important today 

* 

than they were when*first made. I think Thieu will be fully aware 
of this and will be even more conscious of the need to do everything 
possible to insure continuance of adequate U. S. aid. 

3. Thieu, of course, is not aware that the proposal has been 
passed to the other side. Since I assume that this was done, and 
wisely so, well in advance of the aborted November 20 private session. 
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the other side has had ample time to respond if they wish to do 
so. Since they have not responded, it would seem reasonable to 
assume that they have not found the proposal acceptable, a fact 
which would tend to strengthen Thieu's acquiescence in the pro- 
cedure you have outlined. I recall that in his meeting with General 
Haig, Thieu said that he understood our proposal completely and 


that he had already come to the decision and had so informed his 
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people that if a true peace were achieved he would step down and \ 
meant this without equivocation. Subsequently, in his address to 
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the nation September 30, 1971, he stated, ”1 have said that when 
I can restore a just peace for the country, then, on my own, I will 
ask the people to let me return to the life of a simple citizen. " 

4. 1 think it is essential that Thieu see the text of the statement 
the President proposes to make in advance, since it sets out a 
precise formulation of the proposed election arrangements, which 
were given him only verbally by General Haig. In connection with 
paragraph 3 of the proposal and in view of Thieu's numerous state- 
ments in opposition to neutrality, I think it important that it should 
be made clear that the adoption of a foreign policy of neutrality 

applies to all of the countries of Indo- China, including North 
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Viet-Nam. I assume that the President will disclose the fact of 
the private meetings which have been held in Paris. 

5. Warm regards. 

BUNKER 
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